SENIOR EXECUTIVE ASSQCIATES
GEN John M. Keane, Ret, Chairman
GEN Benjamin S. Griffin, Ret.

GEN Paul J. Kern, Ret.

GEN Dan K. McNeill, Ret

GEN Crosbie E. Saint, Ret.

GEN Peter Schoomaker, Ret.

GEN Thomas A. Schwartz, Ret.
GEN James D. Thurman, Ret.

GEN William S. Wallace, Ret.

LTG Joseph E. DeFrancisco, Ret.
LTG Roger C. Schultz, Ret.

LTG Jerry L. Sinn, Ret.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE BOARD*

PRESIDENT

BG Howard W. Yellen, Ret.
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
BGE.J. Sinclair, Ret.
SECRETARY

BG Stephen D. Mundt, Ret.
TREASURER

MG Jeffrey J. Schloesser, Ret.
VP OF MEMBERSHIP

CWS5 David F. Cooper, Ret.
VP OF CHAPTERS

LTC Jan S. Drabezuk, Ret.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Mr. William R. Harris, Jr.
DEPUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
COL Daniel L. Ball, Ret.

PAST PRESIDENTS

LTG John M. Wright, Jr., Ret.
COL John W. Marr, Ret.

MG James C. Smith, Ret.

MG Story C. Stevens, Ret.

BG James M. Hesson, Ret.
MG Benjamin L. Harrison, Ret.
MG Richard E. Stephenson, Ret.
MG John D. Robinson, Ret.
MG Carl H. McNair, Jr., Ret.
LTG Ellis D. Parker, Ret.

MG Ronald K. Andreson, Ret.
BG Thomas J. Konitzer, Ret.
MG James R. Snider, Ret

BG Rodney D. Wolfe, Ret.
LTG Daniel J. Petrosky, Ret.

PAST EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
Mr. Arthur H. Kesten

NATIONAL MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
EMERITUS

GEN Bryan D. Brown, Ret.

GEN Richard A. Cody, Ret.

LTG Teddy G. Allen, Ret.

LTG William H. *Bud® Forster, Ret.
MG Thomas Garrett, Ret.

MG Clyde A. Hennies, Ret.

MG Raymond F. Rees, Ret.

BG Harry H. Bendorf, Ret.

COL Sylvester C. Berdux, Jr., Ret.
COL Curtis J. Herrick, Jr., Ret.
COL Harry W. Townsend, Ret.
CWS5 Randolph W. Jones, Ret

NATIONAL HONORARY MEMBERS
HON Dell L. Dailey
COL Hal Kushner, Ret.

NATIONAL MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
MG Walter L. Davis, Ret.

MG Richard J. Sherlock, Jr., Ret
BG Matthew C. Matia, Ret.

COL William M. Gavora, Ret.
COL Robert E. Godwin, Ret.

COL Thomas M. Harrison, Ret.
COL Donald G. Lisenbee, Jr., Ret.
COL William H. Morris, Ret.

COL Mike G. Mudd, Ret.

COL Curtis D. Potts, Ret.

COL Randolph R. Rotte, Jr., Ret
COL Stephen C. Smith, Ret.

COL Samuel D. Torrey, Ret.

COL Michelle F. Yarborough

MAJ Donald R. Mobley, Ret.

CSM Archie Lee Davis, Jr., Ret.
CSM Buford Thomas, Ret.

SGM Kenneth G. Rich, Ret.

*Plus Chapter Presidents over 150 Members
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25 February 2014

The FHonorable Elizabeth Warren
United States Senate

317 Hart Senate Office Building |
Washington, DC 20510 ‘

The Honorable Marco Rubio
United States Senate

284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Rubio and Senator Wairen,

On behalf of the undersigned organizations, who work in support of our military personnel and
veterans, we write to express our support for S. 1993, the Veterans Care Financial Protection Act
of 2014, which you recently introduced in the Senate. We believe this vitally important
legislation would help crack down on the scam artists who are preying on our most vulnerable |
veterans and diverting federal dollars for their own benefit, and urge Congress to pass it without -

delay.

As you know, the Department of Veterans Affairs (“VA”) offers financial assistance to veterans
who fall below certain income and asset thresholds and require the aid or attendance of another
person to complete basic daily activities, These “aid and attendance” benefits reflect our
nation’s commitiment 1o helping those who have served in uniform,

Unfortunately, scam artists have been exploiting the aid and attendance program and hurting our
veterans in the process. For example, some scammers have charged velerans exorhitant fees for
help applying for aid and attendance benefits, even though the application process is free and
straightforward. Even worse, some scammers have “helped” veterans satisfy the asset threshold
for aid and attendance benefits by moving their assets into irrevocable trusts or annuities that
cannot be accessed for years, worsening the veteran’s financial condition and often disqualifying
them from other forms of federal assistance, like Medicaid. ‘

S. 1993 would help address these issues. It directs the VA to work with other federal agencies,
the states, and outside groups to develop and implement standards that would protect veterans
from predatoty practices relating to the aid and attendance program. It also directs the GAO to
conduct a study within 18§ months of enactment of the law to determine whether the developed |
standards have effectively cracked down on aid and attendance scams.

It is abhorrent to think that financial scam artists would take advantage of elderly veterans who
have served their nation with honor and distinction. Under such circumstances, it is imperative
that we all join together and take immediate and decisive action to stamp out these practices.

The Veterans Care Financial Protection Act is a commonsense approach to solving this problem
that respects the prerogatives of states in this area and requires no new spending. We thank you
for your leadership in solving this urgent matter, and urge Congress to act swiftly to enact this
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Howard W. Yellen
Brigadier General, Retired
President, AAAA




